r 


ADt Foon { w mmmm ^ 

riioiTnf 

FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 

: AMENRASSX. Baor 2fy 

' DC 

THB DSrABTMBNT OP BTATS. WASHINGTON. 


J? /^3 


D»OMh»r ^1953 






I I 1 I ' 'T \ ^ .jt.tiK.tm , ^ 

SUBJECT: Maohlmtioiia of ilte Miftl. -/ Jt 'z' 

I JH r»9^^id.Lj%.-, 

I swmcr 


/ '-sq 




^ -/ 
V ci cc. 


Mglng tpr/t tWatlon aeoordsd hiii^ Iteftl 

U " , s HaJ Afldn oX-<llV9^1rU bavliic aa wHiM i n y 

^ '7/ ) suooeasfUl Tlflxr^MJellaaoD* ArrlTUf at a 

1/ partjleularly fortuitous tias, bo la apparonily 

txylng to recoup Xoeoee In prestige and flaaneoso 
Ho Is not happy at Dr. lahat TAHOUS* offorts to 
stenl the refugee show* His eonnootloB vltb 
South XobBSoii-Ilorth Israel uBdorgrouad operations 
Is roo'Ued r^xid also his possible oomeetlon %ilth 
the murders In Israel uhloh prompted the (ilbya 
retaliatory aetloo. All In all, despite his 
limited influenoe, he seems still to be the same 
pouer^huxigry trouble-making ^kl^ti, 

HaJ Araln former Gmnci MiTti of Jerusalem, h'^s been visiting 

Beirut for the past fortnight. Arriv. ng on Novrn'bcr 17 from Jidda whore he '»e.d 
paid hio respects to new King BAUD, the former FnXestine leader has been bolding 
court In Lebrioon with so much success that it is even annoying t)io not e^^sily 
ruffled naxingement of the St. Georges Hotel uhere he is residinp* 

Not only has the Mufti been greeted by Lebnnese c llor.*? of ^^1 ranks, but 
scirceXy f\ dr\y has passed wt'thout his being tl*e honon^c luncheon or dinnr:r guest 
of pom* digrdt'ry* ‘j.ong i^ls horts have been tx-Pr^ne in.'ct r d uoU[, nev??- * 
a Phlestfnc fanatic; foner Foreign Minister Hrnrl £tey iiLUU'. i., . strong anti- 
loslem; ^‘l^‘'::t8si6 officials; Yu^.osl v i oslrris; .^jlvincie iioclalistB#. On 
hov- :':ber 22, President CIlANCUli personally deep tche:- !ds 'Omo to'.m le^iuty, Naim 
0(31 vBG^: n, to escort the Mufti In an official llrousinf to t se t. of honor 
at tiie Independence Day iillltaTy p* r^de. 


It is difficult to ascertain the reasons for tU 


np'nrnntly new- 


founJ popularity. It is quite likely th t b* c^^isl oi th. recent flare-up of 


Christ! an- Moslem tensions In Lrbanon (& 
many lenders, part5cularly Chrir.tlr^ns, . 


MT;, hovc’nber 27), 
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ajre di»poMd to fkm ofor N»oIo» pmonollilo* ud tbo luokUy arrived ^ 

at tho opportnao noaottto It is aIoo Ilkoly that tho Hofti aad hia haa o ta on bavf 
artiflelallr atiwiUted miA of tha attantloa to rrrlaa tha MaTUU aadlj 
aagglDg fatna and fortona. 

That tba Maftl'a laflaaMa ia raaaat jmn haa baea laali^floaat la 
Lahaaoa wne eonflraad to tha rapartlaf oftlear hgr Iiahanoa^a ouD Naftl a yaar 
a 0 Oc This T'ot haa alao beaa aaldaat la tha iaaraaalag inerfaatualit/ of tha 
Mhftl^s Arab Highar Coailttaa hraaeh la Balrato Aaoordliig to a aouroa close 
to tha tha latter la irkad at tba laaraaalof aotlrltj of Dr« lahat 

Taaibat hla fonaar aonada aheaa raoaatly orpaaiaad Arab IbXaatlaa Offloa la 
tapping sources of fhnds fomanrly a&lkad bf tba Moftl (9aa IhbasiT Despatch 
Ko« 2B5, Daeenber I, X953)« fbKhar 9 era« Dto Taaoua la jncreaslagly uanrploff 
the title of ^spokaaaaB tor tha refhfaas*o To aacataraat thla, tba Mcftl, 
aooording to the f^cntoo alaaa to hla, haa glaaii Proalde&t ChaaoBa, aho professed 
to ha pussled hy tba diversity of refhgae apokaaaaa, tha asaea of asahars of a 
CorMttee officially hlasaad tgr tba Mtftl as refhgae spckaaMtto Tha Presiueat 
of this Cos:J.ttee is u Shmihik Touflq TIBI and tha Secretary la Bona other than 
. Moh» rd coMSo nly rsaarda d as a Coamlat (Sea Ehbaaay Despatch Bo« 90, 

'7^glxSt~n, t^ i^^hlTbr tan other ncnar given to Frealdent Chamma 

hr tba :tiftl la that of Dr» TanaaSi bat tha Itiftl espreaaad aoaa doabt aa to 
vhathar he would sarvoe 

As to flnancest the Hafil la alesya on the bnoto Uhila Qaorge Bay RAIMABI, 
chief of the rree:idant*s oablaat^ baa stated to Counaalor fiSDIHS that tha Hoifti 
caae away empty handed fros ^oaldeot Chaaoaa*a efflee, the Ytiftl haa told his 
close friend that the President restored tha £L2pQ00 per month vihi^ had haaa 
granted the Mufti in Xhonri daySo Be alao atatnd that whlla tha nav King Sand 
gave bin no financial handout, it was bcoanae tha late King had aade a !K),000 
^V^yptian pound don<«tion when the Mufti had aade tha baj« rbrtbenaorep acc<^rdlng 
to tha aom;M <^ 08 ^ to the Mufti, tba latiar la on good tenss with Qeneml HAGOS) 
in partic^nrly through tba latter* a brothar, tha Egyptian Minieter to 

Syria. Finally, the sooree atatea ba knows for oartaln that tba Itifti has 
written a sharply eritloal latter to hia fonar frland, the present Pries Minister 
of Iraq Dr. Fndhil Janall, beeause the latter is flaanalng Dr. Tanous. The Hxftl 
implied in his letter that Priae Minister Janall was obtaining the funds from 
British or Amerienn aouroea ratbar than tha Iraqi treasury. 

Tiis aouree for the foregoing, Ineidentally, la the eane individual who 
una described ss Mr. X in the fiabossy^s deapatoh no. 90, August 11, l^y^3i wherein 
tiie exlstenoe wae revealed of an Arab refugee underground operating out of South 
Inbanon into northern Israel* It la interesting to note asich of the data in 
that despatch eonflraad if. eubaequent daapatchea froa tba Conaolate in Haifa. 

Mr. X states that this underground has bsM relatively quiet ainoe the Latnneaa 
and Israeli &rmiea stepped up their patrolling of the frontier. Imomteh as 
the unaergrouad aetlvity the last tlM followed a Hiftl visit to Labanon, it 
will be interesting to see if history will repeat itself this tine. 

Also of Interest is another n^port ly Mr. X, that the curder of the . 

lameli woman and two children which precipitated Israel <e retv<>.Uatory aet.lca 
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at OibTa mm parpatfmied tbrea ladlTltfnala kamoi to bo foUo«#oro of tho 
mttU la dofoaoo of tbo JMaa OotomoBt» Nr* X oUioo that mcm 70 or 80 
polieo woro doapaioliod, ooao voariac uidforao othora in aativo Arab drooa, 
to alnglo la refbfoe eaapa aad oloovboro la aa all-out effort to appr ehoa d 
the throe orlaiaalo* Xa feaeral^ Mr* X.otatoa^ the lerdealaa Cnriraiwt hoe 
■ado a Heroaleaa effort to enrtall Arab iaf iltratloa to leraeX oo aa to giro 
Israel a aiai— of protest for aggreeslro aotioa* 

Wbat tbo lbtfti*a aext aoro will bo not erroa Mr* X will prodiot for ho 
says the Moftl ia alaaya oitronaly eagsj aa to fstors plaaa* Tbo Bslrut prsaa 
ladioates a asrllng with Xiaa^a Nilla KASHA1 ia la tbo offing prior to an 
lalaaio ooaforoneo ia Jbraaalaa. 


Before looTiag Isinrtt bowsrsr, tbs MOfti, aooordlng to Nr« X, plana to 
relenso to the proaot itai bo h*is thvs far rofbaod oosnont, a series of aslf-^ 
eoa^osed qaeatioaa and aaaaars ezpouadlng bia riowa on qaostloas of the day* 
It's a safe gaasa tbia bsgasst to the tobaaoao reading publSo vill rsrsal tbs 
same old Nafti a self Inatlng for personal povor in the aboop's clothing 
of fluffy patrlotisa* 

Raymond A* Hsre^ 
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